THE

RABBI BARRY BLOCK

Dear Friends:

Congregation Bnai Israel is blessed with
beautiful, sacred scrolls of the Torah. However,
when Rabbi David Lipper arrived as our Interim
Rabbi in 2012-13, he was concerned about the
scrolls’ condition. With the partnership of Leah
Elenzweig and other lay leaders, Rabbi Lipper
arranged for Sofer-on-Site to visit our Temple, to inspect our scrolls, and
to make significant repairs to two of them. (Sofer is the Hebrew word for
“scribe.”)

On January 15-17, Sofer-on-Site again visited Congregation B'nai Israel to
inspect our Torah scrolls and make necessary repairs. The scroll that we
use most often, the one in the Chapel, was repaired in 2013, and it did not
need major repairs. However, its parchment had sustained several tears,
and a number of seams had come apart, problems that became evident
to all of us on Simchat Torah this past fall. Those repairs were relatively
simple and inexpensive, but they were urgently needed and could only be
made by a trained scribe. One of our Sanctuary scrolls was in need of more
significant repairs. These needs were diagnosed in 2013. This year, at the
recommendation of our Ritual Committee, the Board approved full repair
of our most worn Torah.

When Gina Kokes became a Bat Mitzvah in 2013, her project was a
thorough examination of the provenance of our Torah scrolls and other
sacred objects. Making liberal use of our magnificent archives and with
the assistance of congregants ranging from archivists to Religious School
students, Gina prepared a beautiful book that chronicles the sacred legacy
in symbols we have been privileged to receive from those who came before
us.

I am grateful that our congregation is both able and eager to maintain
our sacred heritage, preserving our Torah scrolls in the fine condition that
befits the centrality of the Torah in Jewish life.

Faithfully,

Rabbi Barry H. Block

Temple B'nai Israel Newsletter, Volume 19, Issue 1,
February 2019, published monthly by Temple B'nai Israel

3700 N. Rodney Parham Rd., Little Rock, AR 72212
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YA CONGREGATION B’NAI

ISRAEL
Woribrifp at a Glance

Friday, February 1
Mishkan Tfilah Service, led by Rabbi Block and
Sam Hoffman, at 6:15 pm
Music: David Bauman, Richard Estelita,
Charlie Friedman, Jeffrey Neuhauser
Sermon: “The Foundation of Our Laws”
Candles and Kiddush: Sam Hoffman, Meredith Riddle,
and Adam Hoffman
Reader: Lisa Marfisi
Oneg Shabbat Sponsor: In honor of the Bar Mitzvah
of Sam Hoffman by the Hoffman Family
Altar Flowers Sponsors: In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of
Sam Hoffman by the Hoffman Family
In memory of Shirley Strauss, by her children

Saturday, February 2
Abbreviated Torah Study, led by Rabbi Block, 9:30-10:15 am
Shabbat Service for the Bar Mitzvah of Sam Hoffman, at 10:30 am
Music: David Bauman, Richard Estelita,
Charlie Friedman, Jeffrey Neuhauser

Friday, February 8
Membership Shabbat Service and Dinner, at 6:15 pm
Music: David Bauman, Steve Bauman, Jana Cohen,
Charlie Friedman, Jeffrey Neuhauser, and Friends
Candles & Kiddush: Karen, David, Tillie, Louis,
Hannah, and Mimi Reagler
Oneg Shabbat Sponsor: Sisterhood
Altar Arrangement Sponsor: Sisterhood

Saturday, February 9
Torah Study, led by Rabbi Block, at 9:30 am
Shabbat Service, led by Rabbi Block, at 11:00 am

Friday, February 15
UPB-Sinai Edition Service, led by Rabbi Block, at 6:15 pm
Milestone Birthday Blessings of Bonnie and Sam Nickol
Sermon: “Government Shutdown: a Torah Perspective”
Music: Charlie Friedman, Richard Estelita, Meg Marion

Candles & Kiddush: Bonnie and Sam Nickol,
in celebration of their birthdays
Reader: Shelly Baron
Oneg Shabbat Sponsor: Bonnie and Sam Nickol,
in celebration of their birthdays
Altar Arrangement Sponsor: Sisterhood

...continued on next page
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Worship at a Glance continued...

Saturday, February 16
Torah Study, led by Rabbi Block, at 9:30 am
Shabbat Services, led by Rabbi Block, at 11:00 am

Friday, February 22
Mishkan T’filah Service led by Rabbi Block and Jules Ifrah, at 6:15 pm
Music: David Bauman, Jana Cohen, Liz Cohen, Charlie Friedman
Sermon: “Celebrating Washington’s Birthday: Founders Matter”
Candles & Kiddush: Dina, Patrick, Jules, and Isabella Ifrah
Reader: Lynn Lee
Oneg Shabbat Sponsor: McGrath and Shemper Families in honor of
Jules Ifrah
Altar Arrangement Sponsor: In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of
Jules Ifrah by the Ifrah Family

Saturday, February 23
Abbreviated Torah Study, led by Rabbi Block, at 9:15 am
Shabbat Services for the Bat Mitzvah of Jules Ifrah, at 10:30 am
Torah Study, led by Rabbi Block, at 9:30 am
Shabbat worship, led by Rabbi Block, at 11:00 am

Adult Learning at Congregation B'nai Israel and
CCAR Press Present...

Reform Judaism:
Past, Present, and Future

Sunday mornings,
February 3, 10, 17, and 24, and March 3
9:30 - 11am

No prior knowledge or reading required or expected.
However, interested participants may wish to wvisit
CCARPress.org or your favorite online bookseller to acquire
the book on which the course is based - A Life of Meaning:
Embracing Reform Judaism's Sacred Path, Edited by Rabbi
Dana Kaplan, Ph.D., and published by CCAR Press in 2017.
This volume includes, "Mussar and the Development of
Spiritual Practices,” by Dr. Alan Morinis and Rabbi Block

A letter from Mike Beiker,
Director and Publisher of the
University of Arkansas Press

When the University of Arkansas Press learned of James L.
Moses's manuscript on the life of Arkansas rabbi and civil
rights leader Ira Sanders—Just and Righteous Causes: Rabbi Ira
Sanders and the Fight for Racial and Social Justice in Arkansas,
1926-1963—we were honored by the opportunity to bring
his story not only to a regional audience of those touched
by his indefatigable leadership but also to a large scholarly
audience of research historians who lack the familiarity with
his contributions in the field as well as those of the broader
Jewish community.

A professor of history at Arkansas Tech who made Sanders
a primary professional focus, Moses examines how Sanders
expertly navigated the intersections of race, religion, and
gender to advocate for a more just society, and his book joins
a growing body of literature about the lives and histories of
southern rabbis, deftly balancing scholarly and narrative tones
to provide a personal look into the complicated position of
the southern rabbi and the Jewish community throughout the
political struggles of the twentieth-century South.

That opportunity wouldn't have been possible without the
help of many individuals and institutions that support research
in the humanities, and our work at the press to connect that
knowledge with readers outside the academy would surely
be impossible without friends like the Ottenheimer Brothers
Foundation, Rabbi Barry Block, and the congregation of B'nai
Israel in Little Rock. Unfortunately, we failed to give credit for
funding provided by the Ottenheimer Brothers Foundation
and the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund in the first printing, so
this is an attempt to correct the record and publicly express
our appreciation.

We thank you all for your faith and everything your community
has done to spread the truth of Sanders's story and live out his
pursuit of noble goals: "Learn to do well. Seek justice. Relieve
the oppressed.”
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President's Message

I hope your 2019 is off to a great start! I have a few updates about
Temple happenings:

We continue to focus on security in several ways. The Board is in
favor of continuing to have a security officer on Friday evenings.
This expense was not budgeted for and has been sponsored by
individual congregants through February 8th. Please contact Keila
in the Temple office if you would like to sponsor an evening service
in the future. The cost is $120 and is greatly appreciated. Thanks to
all of you who have sponsored thus far.

We also have a Security Committee that is under the guidance of
Scott Jordan, as part of House and Grounds. I will inform you of any
recommendations that the committee makes to the Board moving
forward.

Rabbi Block and I met with several FBI special agents, including the
Special Agent in Charge, Diane Upchurch. Actually, they contacted
Rabbi Block and asked to meet and I am grateful that he included
me. The FBI agents attended our community service following the
horrific event in Pittsburgh and they wanted to follow-up with him.
We are considering some training that they offer and we will update
you when we know more. They did assure us that there is “no known
threat at this time”.

The HVAC project is nearly completed. Thanks so much to all those
involved, especially Eugene Krupitsky. The professionals who have
been working with us have been outstanding. I also want to thank
Scott Jordan and Richard Estelita for all of their efforts in changing
out the light fixtures. They have spent countless hours working on
improvements to our building.

I hope to see you all soon! Please don't hesitate to reach out at any
time with questions or concerns.

Carol Parham

%éeﬂ?eiord with sorrow the death of...

CALEEN ESTELITA
Mother of Richard Estelita (and Charley Penix)

MARCUS EUGENE (GENE) MACKEY
Husband of Willadean Mackey
Father of Mark (and Karen) Mackey

Grandfather of Nicole Mackey (and her fiancé Jacob Fijman)
and Jared Mackey

Congregation B'nai Israel and Jewish Federation of Arkansas Invite You:

Coffee, Cake and Conversation

Tuesday, February 12,2019 at 11:30 am
Congregation B'nai Israel Library

Music and Memory:
What We've Learned from the Program in our Community

Presentation by JFAR Social Worker Kelsey Dugger

Contact Jewish Federation of Arkansas social worker for Kelsey
Dugger at kelsey@jewisharkansas.org or call the Federation office at
501-663-3571, if you would like a ride to the event.

Coffee Cake, and Conversation is sponsored
by Congregation B'nai Israel and Jewish Federation of Arkansas.
All are welcome.
You bring lunch; we provide dessert and coffee.

@'[' wish Bedesgtion, | soimtien

MEMBERSHIP
SHABBAT

Please join us on Friday, February 8, for Shabbat Dinner
following an abbreviated Shabbat Service.

No charge for New and Prospective Members
For all others:

Suggested donation of $15 for adults,
$8 for kids (12-under)

Reservations required by February 6:
225-9700 or
TempleSecretary@bnai-israel.us
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Prayer Offered by
Annabelle Imber Tuck,
representing
the Jewish Community
at the Ecumenical Service
for the Inauguration of
Little Rock Mayor,
Frank D. Scott, Jr.
January 1, 2019

"Prayer for Unity"
As we pray today, consider the words of
Abraham Joshua Heschel:
Just to Be is a Blessing
Just to Live is Holy

Today is a new beginning - Day One

The City of Little Rock is One - composed of many:
Southwest; East;

Downtown; Midtown; Heights; Hillcrest; South and North
of Wilbur Mills Highway; and West

Blessed is the One within the many.
Blessed are the Many who make the one.
May we be blessed with the wisdom
to listen and learn from everyone;
to respect and honor everyone;
to enable opportunity for everyone.
Adonai oz l'amo yitein,
Adonai y'vareich et amo vashalom
May Adonai grant strength to our people;

May Adonai bless our people with peace.

Editor’s note:

Annabelle Imber Tuck represented the Jewish community and
offered this prayer at the Ecumenical Service for the
Inauguration of Mayor Frank D. Scott, Jr., January 1, 2019.

Adult Learning at Congregation B'nai Israel presents...

Rev. Robert Williamson, Ph.D.

Margaret Berry Hutton Odyssey Associate Professor
of Religious Studies, Hendrix College

Speaking about his new book:

The Forgotten Books of the Bible:
Rediscovering the Five Scrolls for Today

In the Jewish tradition, the five books known as the Five Scrolls
perform a central liturgical function as the texts associated with each
of the major holidays. The Song of Songs is read during Passover,
Ruth during Shavuot, Lamentations on Tisha B'av, Ecclesiastes
during Sukkot, and Esther during the celebration of Purim. Together
with the five books of the Torah, these texts orient Jewish life and
provide the language of the faith.

Williamson, a Presbyterian pastor, laments that these books are
ignored by many Christians, but even Jews may not give them
the attention they deserve. With scholarly wisdom and a quick
wit, Williamson insists that these books speak urgently to the
pressing issues of the contemporary world. Addressing themes of
human sexuality, grief, immigration, suffering and protest, ethnic
nationalism, and existential dread, he skillfully guides readers as
they rediscover the relevance of the Five Scrolls for today.

Friday, March 1, at Shabbat Dinner Following Abbreviated
Shabbat Services

Reserve your place for Shabbat Dinner by Wednesday, February 27
- suggested donation, $15 - by contacting Keila, 501-225-9700 or
TempleSecretary@bnai-israel.us
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FEBRUARY 1
Alan Harris Arsht
Rose Besser
David Bluthenthal
John E Bolts
Joan Bresnik
Roy B. Dumont
Randall M. Falk, Sr.
Albert R. Fox
Jack Grundfest
Dorothy Joseph
Lionel H. Kohler
Eva L. Korenblat
Samuel Herbert Levin
Bernice Marx Lion
Beryl Harris Nordlinger
Edna Frances Parker Lanoue
Marvin Roberts
Jeanette Rubin
Louis Maurice Samuel
Lillian Schiffman
Leah Isolene Shindler
Shirley Strauss

FEBRUARY 8
Fran Abts
Gittel Adler
Betty Lasker Alexander
Dorothy G. Axelroth
Harry Bresler
Albert K. Cohen
Edith L. Fleisig
Jean Gailliard
David Griffin
Alan Hirsch
Birdie L. Lasker
Lilah Ann Sewall Mulkey
Laura Reifer
W. E. Rogers
Shirley Schumann
William A. Stern
Dorothy Blass Storthz
Carla Smith Webb

FEBRUARY 15
L. Julian Alexander
Natalie Loeb Alexander
Joyce Arick
Delia G. Bloom
Adolph Bluthenthal
Don-Neil Brotman
Nat M. Cohen
Charles Herrman Dante
Sidney Jacob Fields
Charles Fleisig

YAHRZEITS: FEBRUARY 2019

Sarah Hannah Friedman
Rhoda Lowenberg Gilbert
Max Greenbaum
Mabel Feld Grundfest
Sam Grundfest
John Eric Kerner
Chester E. Miller
Milton Richard
Hulda D. Thalheimer
Arthur Weiss
Bessie Weller
Donald Spradlin Wise

FEBRUARY 22
Henry Stephan Abowitz
Sadie C. Bauduy
Annah Cohen
Carrie L. Dosch
Chai Rachel Epstein
Hattie Jean Falk
Augusta Finger Goldman
Sarah Ackerman Greenberg
Robert Hestermann
J. Heyman
Lilian Cohen Horton
Ruth Horton
Dorothy Krain
Jean Lachmann
Hattie Sickles Levy
Daniel Ottenheimer
Heloise Kaufman Pfeifer
Irene Bott Pfeifer
Vivian Brooks Rosen
Louis C. Salinger
Morris B. Sanders
Levi Storthz
Freda Granoff Thomas
Jean Walter
Faye Block Weinstein
Stella E. Weisman

Adam Hoffman and Meredith Riddle

invite you to join them as their son

SAMUEL LOUIS

is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah
Saturday, February 2
10:30 am

My Mitzvah project involves my love for animals. My step
grandparents run the Riddle Elephant and Wildlife Sanctuary
in Guy, AR, which provides a safe haven for elephants. My
goal was to increase awareness about the Wildlife Sanctuary
and to assist with farm activities.

I set up a table at Fletcher Library after school a number
of days the past years to help educate others. I created an
informational flier promoting an open house day and I
displayed ivory samples. At the open house, I spoke with
visitors who visited the farm. I also hauled pumpkins for the
elephants, cut bamboo, and assisted in general all through
the year.

People may not even have realized there is an elephant
sanctuary in the area, so I encourage all of you to visit and
support the work of the Riddle Elephant and Wildlife
Sanctuary. Check it out: https://www.elephantsanctuary.org/
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THE ENDOWMENT FUND

Eric Siegel

Abbey Shoemaker

Laurie Arnold

IN HONOR OF:
Bar Mitzvah of David Bauman

Jan and larry Alman

Dr. Carmen Avrick and Ms.
Emily Adams

Karla and larry Back

Milt Baer and Carole Hamon

Kathy Bauman

Mary lou Cohn

Richard Estelita and Charley
Penix

Rivka and Harry Ehrenberg

loris and Jay Fullerfon

Van Gates

Ann Gerache

Helen and Arnold Goodman

Beth and Rusty Graber

Mark Gross

Miriam and Leonard Hasson

Dina and Patrick lfrah

Ruth lizkowitz

Deborah and lou Jacobs

Trudy and Jerry Jacobson

Dr. Howie Knoff and
Julianna Fawcett

Sharon leader

Muriel Llederman and
Brian Storrie

Meg Marion

Carol and Allan Mendel

Katharine Ross-Merrell
and James Merrell

Anne and larry Miller

Ellie and John Moore

Kirsta and Keith Nigro

Karen, David, Allie and
Missy Pear

Judy Pearlstein

Dale and Lee Ronnel

Nan Selz and Chris Barrier

lori and Joshua Shemper

Drs. Sheri and Micky Simon

Earl and Marilyn Sorrells

Sue Stroock and Chris Hackler

Susan Strauss

Marianne Tetflebaum and
Dorian Stuber

Annabelle Imber Tuck

Carole and Gary Weisbly

Regina and Perry Young

Leslie Goodman Allen

Sandy and Barry Uretsky

Debbie Brady

Steve Bauman

James R. Williams
Leonard Hasson

James R. Williams
Allan Mendel

James R. Williams
Ruth lizkowitz's birthday

Dale and Lee Ronnel

Raida Snyderman

IN MEMORY OF:
Sol Branman
Tracye and larry Townley

THE RABBI'S
DISCRETIONARY FUND

IN HONOR OF:
Rabbi Block

Anonymous

Amir Rothschild and Asaf Blau
Meg Goldenberg Marion JFAR
Award Honoree

Gus Block
Temple Board in Appreciation for
the Volunteer Dinner

Van Gates

IN APPRECIATION OF:
Rabbi Block
Karin Waugh Zucker and
Martin Boyle

IN MEMORY OF:
Caleen Estelita
Gus Block

WISHING A SPEEDY RECOVERY TO:
Carol Mendel
Susan lesser
Chris Barrier
Trudy and Jerry Jacobson
Carole Weisbly

Susan lesser

THE CEMETERY FUND

Esther Gordon

THE GENERAL FUND

Faye and Jack Marks

RABBI GENE & BOBBYE LEVY

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND

WISHING A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO:
Bobbye and Rabbi Gene Levy

Dale and Lee Ronnel

BAUMAN MUSIC FUND

IN MEMORY OF:

Caleen Estelita
Jill and Steve Bauman
Anne and Larry Miller

IN HONOR OF:
Bar Mitzvah of David Bauman
Gus Block
Monty Fein
Trudy and Jerry Jacobson
Miriam and Leonard
Hasson's Anniversary
Mary lou Cohn
Bat Mitzvah of Lila Solomon,
Miriam and Leonard Hasson’s
granddaughter
Mary lou Cohn
Larry Townley’s Special Birthday
Trudy and Jerry Jacobson

WISHING A SPEEDY RECOVERY TO:
Silvana Berlinksi
Trudy and Jerry Jacobson
David Lockwood
Trudy and Jerry Jacobson
Phil Spivey
Trudy and Jerry Jacobson

SAM J. STORTHZ II
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
DISCRETIONARY FUND

IN HONOR OF:
Ruth lizkowitz’s 100th Birthday
Ann Storthz and Phyllis Storthz

KIMBRELY CAROL
JORDAN MEMORIAL FUND

IN MEMORY OF:
Kimbrely Jordan
Esther Gordon
Rich Lewis
Esther Gordon

JANET AND ARNOLD

MAYERSOHN LEADERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT FUND

IN MEMORY OF:
Arnold L. Mayersohn
Befsy and Amie Mayersohn

HALLIE COHEN MILLER

ARCHIVE FUND

IN MEMORY OF:
Hallie Cohen Miller
Hallie Cohen Miller's Children
and Grandchildren

EUGENE M. PFEIFER JR. AND

FAY S. PFEIFER COMMUNITY
OUTREACH FUND

Esther Gordon
WISHING A SPEEDY RECOVERY TO:
Dan Phillips

Llinda and Gene Pleifer

Eugene P. Levy
linda and Gene Pfeifer

SUSTAINING FUND

IN MEMORY OF:
Max and Sarah Gold
Laura and Allan Gold
Rich Lewis
Laura and Allan Gold

ALINE AND LOUIS

SALINGER MEMORIAL
LANDSCAPE FUND

IN MEMORY OF:
Salene Marks Lyons
Mac lyons
Susan Porter Levy
Mac lyons

IN HONOR OF:

Bar Mitzvah of David Bauman
Mac lyons

Capi Peck, Jane B. Mendel Tikkun

Olam Award Grand Honoree
Mac lyons

Mac Lyons
Mac’s lyons” great-

grandchildren from Dallas

TREE OF LIFE

IN MEMORY OF:
Victims of Tree of Life Synagogue,
Pittsburgh, PA

B'nai Israel Religious School
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Temple Funds continued...

VOGEL CARING AND

SHARING FUND

WISHING A SPEEDY RECOVERY TO:
Silvana Berlinski
Esther Gordon
Howard Bresnik
Esther Gordon
Charlie Friedman
Esther Gordon
Marilyn Sorrells
Esther Gordon

IN MEMORY OF:
Caleen Estelita
Muriel lederman and
Brian Storrie
Gilbert Korenblat
Marilyn Robison
Herbert J. Garon
Kathy Bouman

IN HONOR OF:

Debbie Brady, JFAR Award Honoree
Jan and larry Alman

Meg Marion, JFAR Award Honoree
Jan and larry Alman

Capi Peck, JFAR Award Grand

Honoree
Jan and larry Alman

WILMA DINER

MEMORIAL FUND

IN MEMORY OF:
Dr. Wilma Diner
Dr. Carmen Avrick and
Ms. Emily Adams

IN HONOR OF:
Kathy Bauman

Esther Gordon
The birthdays of Debbie
and Brad Diner

Hardy Winburmn
Meg Marion

Esther Gordon

YAHRZEIT FUND

Debbie Brady
IN MEMORY OF:
Elsie Axler

lynn and Bruce Greenberg
Sol and Blanche Alman

Jan, larry, and Sydney Alman

Martha and Charles Alman
Ted Baer

Milton Baer and Carole Hamon
Raymond V. Biondi, MD

Mary Biondi

Dr. Wilma C. Diner

Clarice McGrew
Stanley Falk

Anonymous
Bobbi Goldman

Goldman and Deininger Family
Martin Greenberg

lynn and Bruce Greenberg
Eleanor Gross

Mark Gross
Eloise & Joe Hackler

Sue Stroock and Chris Hackler
Sylvia Shore Herstein

Eleanor Wolff
Justin Komiss

Patty and Herb Monoson
Harry S. Lasker

Harriet Katz and Family
Herbert Lux

Jeffrey and Allison Lux
Hyman Reifer

Kenneth and Judith Reifer
Elsa Klein Rosenthal

Susan and Byron Kantrow
Annette Sanders

Sue and Keith Maddison
Sylvia & Sam Schwariz

Sue Stroock and Chris Hackler
Marguerite Selz

Nan Selz
Moses O. Stern

Rabbi Gene and

Bobbye levy

Alvin Strauss, Jr.

Tracye and larry Townley
Alvin Strauss, Sr.

Tracye and larry Townley
Gege Thalheimer

Joan and larry Nafe
Cynthia Weintraub Weber

Amy, Adam, Claire

and Harlow Fenster

Please support our generous sponsors

Chenal Country Clib
is the perfect place to
host your next event

HENAL

COUNTRYJCLUE

Call us at §21-7525
for more information

SPACE AVAILABLE
Call Rita Fagan
501-590-1406

=

PRINT & IMAGING

227-5000 - FAX 223-3166
email: info@rcpiOnline.com
website: www.rcpiOnline.com

SPACE AVAILABLE
Call Rita Fagan
501-590-1406

o

Fine Interior 7abeics, Caspeling, and Rugs.
Len Johnson & Sarah Mendel Johnson

501-664-3343 - AR@FiberSeal.com

FIBER-SEAL

FABRIC CARE SYSTEM

www.FiberSeal.com

NV - 5 NGREGATION
LU)-I B’NAI ISRAEL

LITTLE ROCK, A AS

DON'T FORGET TO CHECKOUT OUR WEBSITE:

WWW.BNAI-ISRAEL.US

YOU CAN MAKE DONATIONS AND CHECK OUT THE
CALENDAR FOR DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS OF EVENTS.
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FROM THE EDUCATOR

Eileen Hamilton

I think I wrote this article once before in my past job/life. But it
always comes to mind this time of year...In February I will celebrate
my birthday. Gifts are no longer a big part of the celebration, nor
parties or fanfare. Maybe lunch with some friends, a card or two,
who knows. I always have to remind my kids that yes, I have a
birthday too. Some people ask for large gift items — you know -
things like world peace, the end of hunger and poverty, stuff like
that. Iwish I could give that gift to the world - if I were singly
capable of such a fete. But I will ask again for the one gift that
think is the best — and most gratifying of all - and that is Shalom
Bayit — peace in the home. To create respect and peace in the home
is a great mitzvah. No snapping, snarky answers, unpleasant tones,
short fuses, and rolling of the eyes. Yep - that is what I want for my
birthday for this year and for next, and then for a few more years. I
am not saying that it’s all someone else; I surely snap and bark too.
But an overall peace and harmony when we're actually all together.
At this point, I only get to see my kids on school breaks and it
would be so nice for complete Shalom Bayit. Civility, kindness,
transparency, and gentle words. While we are all prone to tough
days at school and at the office, perhaps we can leave those stressors
at the front door mat, wipe off the mud of the day, and enter the
house with peaceful intentions. Shalom Bayit is a mitzvah and a

true gift to oneself and others.

Religious School &
Confirmation Class:

February 3: Religious School
February 6: Confirmation Class
February 10:  Religious School
February 17:  Religious School
February 20:  Confirmation Class
February 24:  Religious School

LEAVE A LEGACY

CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL

Amanda Ferguson’s Legacy

When we moved to Little Rock, we knew almost no one. Our first
stop was the Temple as we moved just before Rosh Hashana and
wanted to find a place for services. Little did we know how warmly
we would be greeted and brought into the family of Congregation
Bnai Israel. This is where our son learned about Judaism, where he
became a bar mitzvah, where we have been loved and supported as a

family through good times and bad over the last 13 years.

I have learned about the history of this congregation. I have become
friends with the families of some of the original founders. I have
watched friends serve the congregation, seen children grow from
toddlers to young adults and been fortunate enough to be part of

the growth of our Temple family.

Having the opportunity to give back to our congregation allows
us to show our appreciation, and also allows us to teach our
son the importance of maintaining a tradition of service to and

participation in the life of the congregation.

Leaving a legacy gift means, to us, a commitment to the future of
Congregation Bnai Israel. Not the near future, but a commitment
that will continue even after we are gone. We are planting the seed
now, so that future generations can enjoy the shade of the tree that

will grow in our place.

Amanda Ferguson

If you would like more information
about the Congregation B'nai Israel

A
Legacy Society, please leave your name LIFE & ')
and contact information with the L E G AC 9

ng JEWISH HROWS

Temple office (225-9700) and someone IR
will contact you.

Look who’s going to NfTY National
Convention in Dallas:

Congrats to Larry Jacobs, Brock Jacobs, and Daniel Block for
representing Little Rock at this national event from Feb. 15 - 18.
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Join us as we celebrate our daughter

JULES AVA IFRAH

as she is called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah
Saturday, February 23 - 10:30 am
Dina and Patrick Ifrah
Jules Ifrah is collecting socks for the homeless. Please place socks

in the collection bin in the lobby on or before her Bat Mitzvah date
of Feb. 23.

SHABBAT IS SHALOM
~SHABBAT KIDS CLUB ~

Friday, February 8: 5:45 pm for Oneg Shabbat
6:15 pm for services and blessings
7:00 pm - Member Shabbat and dinner.

Dinner is $15.00 adults/$8.00 children.
RSVP to the Temple office by Tuesday, 2/5.

After Kabbalat Shabbat, children's activities will be set up in the
landing area during services: coloring, books, games...
Dinner begins at 7:00 pm.

Help welcome our new and prospective members. Tell them all
about B'nai Israel and be part of the welcome team.

LAFTY NEWS

LAFTY ended 2018 with a Chanukah Party; everyone had fun
with Chanukah Harry, and Just Dance. LAFTY started oft the
new year with Freshman Rep Elections in January, David Ronnel
was elected as Freshman Rep. LaFTY is changing it up this year,
we are having a 9th Grade Committee of LaFTYITES, they will
help plan and run the Purim Carnival and other important
events such as Initiation for next year. We have a strong and
wonderful 9th grade class who all participate!

We had a fun program at the Election meeting written by Hallie
Pingel and Larry Jacobs, we face painted and had a fashion show.
Purim Carnival is March 10! Thanks to Jennifer Ronnel who has
volunteered to be the Parent Coordinator for the Carnival, we
will be looking for Parent Volunteers!

Save the date for the annual

LAFTY PURIM CARNIVAL
Sunday, March 10 ¥ 11:00 am - 2:00 pm.

Games, booths, special attractions, JustDance,
lunch and more.

Help support scholarships for NfTY Southern Events

Sponsorships Available:
SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE TO HELP SUPPORT LAFTY AND
NFTY SO. SCHOLARSHIPS

By becoming a sponsor, you ensure our teens a chance to
participate even more fully in the regional events.

Please sponsor by sending a check made out to LaFTY by
March 6 to the temple office or call Eileen directly.

Queen Esther's Heroes:
$360.00 sponsors the food booth or one special attraction.

Mordehai's Mensches:
$180.00 sponsors one game booth.

Queen Vashti's Supporters:
$108.00 sponsors one craft station.

LaFTY Lovers: $72.00 sponsors JustDance

Carnival Barkers: $36.00 - general sponsor
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LaFTY is going to NOLA
for WinterGras

a new event hosted by the New Orleans youth groups on the
weekend of February 22 - 24.

VISIT THE JUDAICA SHOP
FOR PURIM AND PASSOVER ITEMS
Come see our new shofars

Open Sundays during
Religious School from
11:00 - 12:00
Or call for appointment.

-

LITTLE LAFTY NIGHT OUT

Wednesday, February 6: 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Pizza dinner, program and social fun for all in grades 3 - 5.
Meet at Temple.

Our theme will be Ahavah - LOVE!

Love to see all our 3 - 5 graders.

RSVP is requested by Monday, Feb. 4 for planning purposes.

SAVE THE DATEL
MIDDLE LAFTY NIGHT OUT

Wednesday, March 6: 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Pizza dinner, program and social fun for those in grades 6 - 8.

Details to be announced.

Please support our generous sponsors

SPACE AVAILABLE . o
Call Rita Fagan %’Lm
501-590-1406 =0z || Your Event Deserves

501-372-0238

{ Best I\Q,Ztsicaiurant K EleCtric

BESBIZ

Best Restaurant for a Business Meal

Best Desserts
2213330 Best Caterer

power+communications
from the ground up

(901) 376-2081

NTON.

the Best
)

501.537.0042  www.clintonpresidentialcenter.org **M

~Cin




Non-Profit
Organization

LU$ Conzmyfmm

nai Israel

3700 N. Rodney Parham « Little Rock, AR 72212-2437
(501) 225-9700
www.bnai-israel.us

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

THE TEMPLE CHRONICLE

BARRY BLOCK, Rabbi

CAROL PARHAM, President

AMANDA FERGUSON, Executive V.P.

RICHARD ESTELITA, Admin. V.P.

PERRY YOUNG, Treasurer

JAN ALMAN, Secretary

CARMEN ARICK, Immediate Past President

EILEEN HAMILTON, Director of Education and Youth Engagement and Administrator
ELLYN J. POLSKY, Director of Lifelong Learning, Emerita

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE IN MAKING DONATIONS

ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT OF $ DONATED:

U In honor of Q__ Anniversary Q Speedy Recovery

U In loving memory of Q__ Birthday d Confirmation

U0 Wedding J Bar/Bat Mitzvah

FOR:

PLEASE SEND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO:

FROM:

PLEASE APPLY THE DONATION TO:

O Endowment Fund O Sustaining Fund Q Storthz Religious School Fund

O Arnold & Janet Mayersohn Leadership Fund 1 Cemetery Fund Q0 Memorial Fund for Education & Youth

O Grundfest Israel Fund Q Bauman Music Fund Q Pfeifer Community Outreach Fund

O Vogel Caring & Sharing O Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund O Memorial Fund for Prayerbooks

Q Childrens Library Fund O Salinger Landscape Fund O Rabbi Eugene & Bobbye Levy Fund for

U General Fund O Lois G. Stern Library Fund Camp Scholarship & Youth

Q Pfeifer-Isacson Youth Scholarship Fund O Harvey Luber Fund O Meir Chayim Temple Camp

O Hallie Cohen Miller Archive Fund U Ola & Mervin Leibs Memorial Scholarship Fund

O Dr. Wilma Diner Memorial Fund Religious School Scholarship Fund

for Jewish Education Q Kimbrely Carol Jordan Memorial Fund ¢y ,? CONGREGATION B’NAI ISRAEL

ADDED INSTRUCTIONS: é 3700 Rodney Parham Road

Little Rock, AR 72212-2498

“Thou art the living God, Thy words bring life
and light to the soul”




