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Dear Friends,

     Lewis Krain did not become
President of Congregation
B’nai Israel as most of his
predecessors did. Yes, Lewis
“signed up” to be President,
accepting the position of
Executive Vice President for 

 2024-26, anticipating assuming the presidency in
2026. However, he became President rather
suddenly, during a late Friday afternoon Zoom
meeting in December 2024, at a difficult time in
the life of our congregation.

     Lewis’s first task was to heal a fractured
congregation. Recognizing the limits to which that
goal could be achieved, Lewis went about that
work diligently and patiently, with reasonable
expectations. He met with Temple members who
were upset with the Executive Committee and with
him personally. He listened. Congregants felt
heard, even when they did not agree. 

     To a greater extent, the healing Lewis brought
was through a consistent non-anxious presence. If
Lewis gets rattled, I have not seen it. Your rabbi
gets rattled, and I’m not alone. Lewis’s calming
influence made a huge difference. Lewis has been
at Temple virtually every Friday night of his
presidency, always with a smile, always with a
warm greeting for each person, always with
enthusiasm for Temple programs and services. 

     As Michael Roberts and Luke Frauenthal joined
our staff, Lewis made a point to welcome them 

June 5
Shabbat Service led by Eleazar Moncada and

Rabbi Block
Sermon: “Consistently and Constantly”

Music: Jana Cohen & Perry Young
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: Ellyn Polsky and Karen

Sherman in celebration of Eleazar Kalev
Moncado becoming a Bar Mitzvah

 

June 12
Shabbat Service 

Led by E. Lee Ronnel Cantor Lisa Levine
Music: Cantor Levine and Jana Cohen,
accompanied by Kathy Cooper whose

participation is made possible by a generous
grant from the Bauman Family Music Fund

Oneg Shabbat Host: Kathy Bauman, in honor of
Cantor Lisa Levine

 

June 19
Pride Shabbat Service led by Members of the

LGBTQ+ Chavurah and Rabbi Block 
Special Guest Speaker: Rabbi Isaama Goldstein-

Stoll, Director of Youth Organizing, Union for
Reform Judaism, “The Blessings of a Diverse

Congregation”
Music: Sunny Baker and Jana Cohen

Oneg Shabbat Hosts: Tim Kessler & Josiah
Wheeler, In Celebration of Pride Shabbat
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personally and then to make himself available to
them. He has been an invaluable thought partner
to Michael, Luke, and me, as we have navigated a
wide range of challenges, many of them exciting,
unique opportunities, but others more fraught. He
approached the growing needs of our magnificent
but aging Temple building with good humor.

     Perhaps best of all, Lewis modeled accepting a
setback without letting it become a catastrophe.
He consistently put one foot in front of the other,
encouraging the rest of us to do the same, in good
times and bad—and, as a result, the good times
increased. 

     Lewis built camaraderie—first, in the Executive
Committee, which was under duress when he took
office but also increasingly bonded. Over time,
Lewis’s infectious kindness brought the Board
toward working together as a team and led to good
feeling throughout the congregation. 

     Leading a Jewish organization is not easy.
People have strong opinions because we all care
about the Temple’s sacred mission. When people
feel that their synagogue veers from sacred
principles, they are naturally unsettled or worse.
With unanimity neither common nor always
desirable, conflict can ensue. With steady
leadership, infused with kindness and good humor,
and with a longstanding history of stability,
Congregation B’nai Israel has thrived throughout
these last eighteen months. 

     We owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to Lewis
Krain, for being exactly the president we needed
when it turned out that we needed him. Please join
me in celebrating his service at our Annual
Congregational Meeting on June 16.

                     Faithfully,

Saturday mornings in June:
 

Bar Mitzvah of Eleazar Moncada, Saturday, June
6, at 10:30am, led by Eleazar, Rabbi Block, and

Temple Musicians: Jana Cohen & Perry Young, in
the Sanctuary. 

 

Shabbat Torah Study at 9:30am, led by Rabbi
Block on June 6, and 27, by Bruce Greenberg on
June 13, and by Rabbi Isaama Goldstein-Stoll on

June 20. Torah Study on June 6 will be
abbreviated, ending at 10:15am. 

 

Shabbat Morning Worship at 11am in the Library,
led by Cantor Levine on June 13 and by 

Rabbi Block on June 20 and 27.

This session encourages members to delve
deeper into the Richard Kreitner’s book, after
his meaningful trip to B’nai Israel and the
Central Arkansas Library System as the Rabbi
Ira Sanders Distinguished Lecturer. Using
original sources, Kreitner tells the intertwined
stories of six American Jews who helped to
shape a tumultuous time in American history.

Al Barron Book Club
Sunday, June 28, 3:00pm, 

in the lobby

Fear No Pharaoh: 
American Jews, the Civil War, 
and the Fight to End Slavery

by Richard Kreitner

June 26
Shabbat Service for the Installation of Shelly

Baron as President of Congregation B’nai
Israel, led by Rabbi Block 

Sermon: “A Well of Wisdom”
Music: Jana Cohen and Josiah Wheeler

Oneg Shabbat Sponsor: Jennifer & Lee Razer,
in celebration of their wedding anniversary

continued from page 1
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A Word from Eleazar Moncada Palladino

     My name is Eleazar Moncado. My family
and I are new members of the congregation,
having recently moved to Hot Springs from
Florida.
     I'm excited that I will celebrate my Bar
Mitzvah at the Temple on June 5-6. I'm
starting my Mitzvah project now and hope
that you will help me. I have begun
volunteering at the animal shelter in Hot
Springs. I love working with the dogs every
weekend. They need some things to help the
animals there. Right now they have 69 dogs
and they don't have enough dog food. They
also need kitty litter, paper towels and Clorox
to keep the shelter clean. I will be grateful if
you could help me help them. Thank you,
B'nai Israel. I will put a collection box near the
temple's entrance. I will take the items to the
shelter each week when I volunteer. Thank
you very much for your contributions.
     Again, thank you so much for your support!

Please Join Us in Celebrating the 
Bar Mitzvah of 

Eleazar Kalev Moncada Palladino
Shabbat Morning, June 6, at 10:30am

Followed by a Kiddush Luncheon. 
All are welcome. 

Hosted by Mercedes Katherine Palladino &
Carlos Duarte
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Come Cook with Us!
In June we will prepare dinner at Our

House on Wednesday, June 24

     Each month a dedicated group of
volunteers from Congregation B’nai Israel,
with a generous grant from the Pfeifer
Community Outreach Fund, prepares an
evening meal for the people in residential
transition at Our House Shelter. This is a
wonderful opportunity to engage with the
congregation and the community! If you
would like to know more, please call: 

Lynn Greenberg: 501.416.4586
Bev Wittenberg: 501.773.4289
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     This is my last President’s Column. It has been an honor serving, though it was much
different than what I expected when I signed up. I do feel that in a lot of ways I was the
right person for the tasks that arose during my tenure, and I think that Shelly Baron is 100%
the right person for the tasks that are upcoming in the next term. There are too many
people to thank individually in this column, but it’s obvious that this job could not even
exist without the Rabbi and the Executive Committee. I have been blessed with a Board of
Trustees that has my two most valued traits, Wisdom and Humor. I owe so much to anyone
who took the lead on a project, committee, or event; we depend so much on the work of
these folks. I’d like to share some things I’ve learned from doing this job…

     There is an activity for everyone here: I’m amazed at the range of activities at CBI. Our
normal prayer routines require music, food prep, A/V, & tech. We have collected a rich
history of Arkansas Jewry that is tended by volunteer archivists. We have a physical
building that needs care and maintenance, as well as ever-increasing security needs. We
have educational programming across the lifespan, and cultural events with a worldwide
focus. Whatever your interest or skill set, there’s a way to bring it to CBI, and the people
who do so are our lifeblood.

     Congregation B’nai Israel is a family:  There are so many kinds of people who come to
worship here; we draw different backgrounds, personalities, politics, and outlooks. We
certainly don’t all agree on everything, but we’re all bound together by our shared journey
of Reform Judaism in Arkansas and our love of this congregation. It’s inspiring to see
people forge relationships at the Temple who would have had no reason to interact at all in
any other setting. Like any family, we can bicker and have spats, but if we remember our
connection we’ll always come back to the table (or dining hall). 

     Our number one need is leadership: CBI is blessed with a depth of resources. We have
congregants with a wide range of skills and talents, and a stable of volunteers that are
willing to throw their backs behind any project. But throughout my term my biggest
struggle has been finding leaders for these things. The same brave folks plan the events,
chair the committees, and helm the projects. If you’ve not yet taken a leadership role here,
please take the leap and step forward; you’ll find the support is excellent (thanks Luke and
Michael) and it’s a lot easier than it looks. I’m certainly glad I said yes to the call from Bruce
Greenberg. 

     I wish I’d listened more: The Temple is important, and like anything that’s important,
people sometimes disagree about what’s best for it. A position that can seem clearly wrong
is usually rooted in a reasonable concern from another viewpoint. I wish I’d taken more
time to just listen to understand these perspectives. 

     Anyway, I’ll be signing off now. I’ll leave you with another thing that I’ll miss greatly as I
transition to Past President: the view of this wonderful collection of people seen from the
Bimah every Shabbat and holiday. I cannot express the pride I feel looking out at you and
knowing I was chosen to represent such a warm, talented, and amazing community of
people. Thank you for an amazing term as President. 

FROM LEWIS KRAIN
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Some of Lewis’s favorite memories: “the view of this wonderful collection of people seen from the
Bimah every Shabbat and holiday.”

The Jewish Foods Around the World Cooking Club took a tasty “trip” to Morocco! The club will resume in the fall
with Shabbat recipes from Indian Jewish comunitites on Sunday, October 11 at 12:30pm. Everyone welcome. 
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     Unlike many people, I am not a fan of travel – I
have always been the quintessential homebody.
When the phrase “staycation” gained in
popularity a few years ago, I felt seen in a way
that I’ve seldom felt. This is the source of
endless amusement to friends, family, and
colleagues alike. I don’t travel, I go to bed early,
and I am utterly happy with that way of life.

     But like any good rule, this one has
exceptions, and one of my favorites is coming up
at the end of June: the Institute for Southern
Jewish Life Southern and Jewish 2026
conference. This yearly educational gathering
brings together educators, clergy, lay leaders,
parents, synagogue board members, and others
to network, attend seminars, worship together,
and have a good time for a shared purpose:
celebrating Jewish life and education in the
South.

     I’ve written several times over the past year
about the experience I had with three of our
Religious School faculty members (Grade K-1
teacher Lee Harris, Grade 2-3 teacher Heather
Tolliver, and Grade 4-5-6 co-teacher Findley) in
Jackson, and this year we’ve decided to get the
band back together and head all the way to
Charlotte, North Carolina for the 2026 get-
together.

     Being an ISJL partner congregation has been
a wonderful experience for us who work so hard
to keep Religious School going. From curriculum
that spans topics from prayer, love of Israel,
social justice, and our place as Jews in the wider
world to programs like the Chanukah Maccabia
we held with Community Manager Valerie Klein,
we’ve tapped into a wealth of resources to make
sure our students get the most out of their time
each Sunday.

     Last year’s conference saw us attending
classes which covered things like modern
midrash, coping with modern antisemitism,
working music into classes more effectively, and
a particularly fun session with the Museum of
the Southern Jewish Experience where we 

explored how to bring historical artifacts to life
for our students. It was a whirlwind experience
that our teachers and I still talk about when
discussing our plans for Religious School, and I
have no doubt this year’s conference will be
more of the same excellence.

     This year’s theme is B’yachad – “All Together
Now,” and there’s never been a more vital time
for Jews to come together. We’re all looking
forward to seeing faces we met last year,
meeting new people, and bringing back
another year’s worth of enthusiasm for next
year’s Religious School term!

                         With Gratitude,
                                    Michael Roberts

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS

Shabbat Under the Stars honored our Religious
school teachers and saw the blessing of our
congregants who will participate in Jacobs
Camp and Yallah Israel. Also on page 7, LAFTY
served food at the Peace Among Faiths Dinner,
while other members volunteered and Rabbi
Block and Muslim and Christian clergy told
“Stories of Compassion.”
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Mark your calendars! Love Thy Neighbor 2026
is Thursday, September 3 at 6 pm at Saint
Mark's Episcopal Church. Details to follow. 

Each summer, The Interfaith Center welcomes
children entering grades 3-6 for a week of
interfaith friendship, learning, and fun! Join us
this summer as we explore different religions
by learning about their “superheroes," and
then discover the superhero within you as we
work together to make the world a better
place. This year's camp is July 13-17, 9 am-3:30
pm at Second Baptist Church downtown. Cost:
$150 ($125 per additional sibling).
Scholarships available! Registration is open.

Interfaith Friendship Camp 2026
Calling All Superheroes!
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NOTICE OF CONGREGATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING 
Congregation B’nai Israel 159th Annual Meeting

Tuesday, June 16, 2026 ~ 6:00 pm 

OFFICERS ~ TERM EXPIRES June 2028

President Shelly Baron 

Executive Vice President To Be Announced

Administrative Vice President Darcy Krupitsky

Secretary Shawn Williams

Treasurer Dan Roda

Immediate Past President Lewis Krain

TRUSTEES 

First Year of First Term 
Tenure expires June 2030

Second Year of First Term 
Tenure expires June 2029

Mo Estep Jane Goff

Krysten Levin Jay Lazerowitz

Elli Samuels To Be Announced

First Year of Second Term 
Tenure expires June 2028 

Second Year of Second Term 
Tenure expires June 2027

Lauren Berkman Margolick Fred Levin

Rita Fagan Joanne Matson 

To Be Announced Bonnie Nickol 

Ex-officio: Sadie Elson, LAFTY President 

Retiring Trustees: Mark Himelfarb, Perry Young
Nominating Committee: Shelly Baron, Chair, Lewis Krain, President, Rita Fagan, Trudy

Jacobson, Mark Levin, Bonnie Nickol, Carol Parham, and Annabelle Imber Tuck
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Rabbi Isaama Goldstein-Stoll is our
Special Guest for Pride Shabbat

     Rabbi Isaama Goldstein-Stoll, the Union for
Reform Judaism’s Director of Youth
Organizing, will be our special guest on June
19 and 20. On Friday evening, Rabbi Goldstein-
Stoll will speak on, “The Blessings of a Diverse
Congregation.” She will teach Shabbat
Morning Torah Study through the lens of
diversity, equity, and inclusion. Then, at a
Kiddush Luncheon following Shabbat Morning
Worship, she will lead “More than Good
Intentions: How to Avoid Hurting Others,” a
workshop to help adult attendees understand
microaggression. 

     Ordained at the Hebrew Union College in
Cincinnati, Rabbi Goldstein-Stoll brings an
expertise in building Jewish community, a
passion for lifelong Jewish learning, and a
commitment to affirming and celebrating
diversity. She came to the URJ after serving as
the Senior Jewish Educator at the Slifka Center
for Jewish Life at Yale University and as a
Religious Life Consultant at Be’chol Lashon. 

     Rabbi Goldstein-Stoll’s visit is made possible
by a generous grant from the Lois G. Stern
Library Fund.

Join Us for a Kiddush Luncheon
With Rabbi Isaama Goldstein-Stoll

“More than Good Intentions: 
How to Avoid Hurting Others”

Saturday, June 20, 
following Shabbat Morning Services

Hosted by: 
Emily Adams & Carmen Arick,

Richard Estelita & Charley Penix,
 Amanda & Shawn Williams, 

Eoin Dockter, 
Lee & Ricky Harris

No fee, 
please reserve with Luke 

at lfrauenthal@bnai-israel.us
501-225-9700 or click on the rainbow

to access the RSVP form

Monday, June 8
2pm on Zoom

With Rabbi Micah Buck

Protecting LGBTQ+ Rights: A Jewish View
Monday, June 8 at 2pm on Zoom, With Rabbi Micah Buck

 

The Jewish tradition offers us powerful language for affirming,
protecting, and advocating for trans and queer civil rights - and it is
more important than ever to have the tools to bring a faith voice for
equality to the table. We will learn about the current landscape
facing the LGBTQ+ community, understand what the Jewish tradition
has to teach about defending LGBTQ+ rights, and identify concrete
action steps for this moment.

Part of the “Social Justice in Our Texts” Study Series. Free and open to all. Register at laasok.org/current-offerings/#justice

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbhrjEfWxLvYsH-zSBmlqFjU01QxYeNjgr_9hcjf9p__Kodg/viewform?usp=header
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LAFTY Board 5787/2026-27

President – Sadie Elson
Religious and Cultural Vice President – Milo Krain
Communications Vice President – Rylee Krupitsky

We thank all of these teen leaders for their eagerness to serve 
and for their dedication to another great LAFTY year ahead

Rabbi Barry Block, Director of Youth Engagement 
A.G. Findley and Eli Goldman, LAFTY Advisors

Visiting Professionals
Jamie Axelroth, R.N.
Rabbi Barry Block

KatyBeth Coleman, R.N.
Becca Perin, M.D.

Second Session Campers
Mollie Axelroth
Caroline Krupitsky
Eli Krupitsky
Parker Lowitz
Max Perin
Emmie Reiss
 

Chalutzim
Rylee Krupitsky
 

Yallah! Israel
Reed Henderson
Milo Krain
 

Staff
Sadie Elson
Mira Krain

First Session Campers
Silas Curtis
Archer Dockter
Gabe Elson
Natalie Gerdes
Ava Harris
Harper Harris
Jaxon Horn
Daisy Keith
Julian Keith
Philip Levin
Andrew Stafford
Preston Williams
Raelynn Williams
Sloane Williams
Eden Willis

Look Who’s Going to Jacobs Camp and
Israel This Summer!

JULY BIRTHDAYS

1
 

2
 

3
4
5
6
 
 

7
8
 
 

9
 

10
 

11
12

 
 

13
15
16
18
20

 
 

21
 
 

22
 
 

23
26
27
28

 
29
30
31

Milo Krain
Daniel Rodell
Mark Himelfarb
Virginia Thorndike
Cherry Landfair
Melinda Tobian
Susan Weinstein
Jon Flaxman
Krysten Levin
Phillip Spivey
Connie Fails
Samuel Kauffman
Kelsey Utne
Richard Williams
L.R. Jalenak
Eugene Levy
Stephanie Metilly
Tad Phillips
Nan Selz
Karin Bara
Noah Cardona
Ari Marie Margolick
David Rosen
Annabelle Tuck
Michael Roberts
Roger Horn
Leslie Brotman
Marla Shivers
Joseph Stafford
Bobbye Levy
Jeffrey Lux
Sydney Shemper
Audrey Evans
Caroline Goldsholl
Stephen Jacobs
Richard Lowens
Perry Young
Karen Sherman
Rita Fagan
Vivian Mae Gerdes
Matthew Lopas
Elsa Helton
Alaya Smart
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MAZAL TOV!

Corbin and John Levin, on the high school graduation of their son John Austin at Ascension
Episcopal School in Lafayette, Louisiana. John Austin plans to attend Louisiana State University in
the fall. Congratulations also to John Austin’s grandfather, Fred Levin.

Aliza and Jeff Brown, on the marriage of their daughter Leiah to Jason Taylor.

Julie Polsky, on the reelection of her daughter, Sadie, as Membership and Recruitment Vice
President of NFTY’s Southern Region. Congratulations also to Sadie’s father, Phil Elson, and to her
grandmother, Ellyn Polsky.

Val Habrock, on her engagement to Josh Rowland.

Reecie Levin, who was awarded the University of Arkansas at Little Rock’s Rising Faculty Award,
recognizing early-career faculty who have demonstrated exceptional promise in teaching, research,
and service. Dr. Levin, assistant professor of anthropology in the School of Human Inquiry, is
recognized for her integration of teaching, scholarship, and community engagement in
archaeology and anthropology. 

Charlene and Chuck Prousnitzer, whose son Philip was awarded a Doctorate in Nursing Practice at
UAMS.

Kasey Saunders, who was awarded a Masters of Science in Advanced Nursing Practice by
Chamberlain University. She is now an Adult-Gerontology Primary Care Nurse Practitioner.

Sylvia Amsler & Lewis Krain, whose daughter Mira was awarded her black belt in karate.
Congratulations also to Mira’s grandmother, Doris Krain.
 

Nancy Rousseau, for whom Little Rock School District has named Central High School’s new
science building, and who was named an honorary graduate of Little Rock Central High School in
the class of 2026, all on the occasion of her retirement as principal after thirty years of service to the
school and fifty-three years in education. 

JULY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
7/3
7/4
7/8

7/10
7/11
7/11
7/12
7/16
7/22
7/22
7/23
7/23
7/23
7/26
7/27
7/30

Amanda Webb & Russ Parish
Gay Block & Billie Parker
Arleen & Brian Marshall
B. J. & Jimmy Moses
Mockie & Raymond Abramson
Carol & Chester Storthz
Thaïs Miller & Chad Fusco
Lynn & Bruce Greenberg
Lenka Horokova & Sam Strauss III
Pat Highley & Arnold Nachmann
Carole & Gary Weisbly
Carolyn Adams-Price & Marty Price
Timothy Kessler & Josiah Wheeler
Bari & Mark Himelfarb
Susan & Robin West
Lori & Joshua Shemper

12th
12th
59th
55th
50th
49th
11th
48th
17th
48th
59th
41st
10th
9th
46th
26th
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JUNE YAHRZEITS

Yizkor Elohim
We record with sorrow the deaths of our

members’ relatives:

Mark Schlesinger
brother of Scott (and Kelli) Schlesinger

Sally Hope
 sister of Tina (and Nate) Bernstein

June 19 / 20
Richard Bresnik
Joseph Brint
Dr. Jerry Bronfman
Miriam Anne Brown
Juanita Gonzalez
Robert J. Heiman
Brian Kelle Hodge
Carolyn Pfeifer Horchow
Jules Ifrah
Fannie S. Kaiser
Theresa Kauffman
Stella M. Kempner
Cecille Pfeifer Landauer
Laurie Jean Loeb
Hannah Louchheim
Evelyn Feit Lowenberg
Don M. Mann
Joan Storthz Moore
Dora Pasink
Fay Smulian Pfeifer
Beulah Pinkus
Jane Roark
Leatrice "Lit" Block Rosen
Charles C. Rubenstein
Maurine Weisman Simon
Louis Singer
Belle Spiegelman
Marie Seeman Spitzberg
Anna Stachmus
Theresa J. Storthz
David Wuntch

June 26 / 27
Louis J. Alexander
Fanny Besser
Sheryl Besser
Dr. Robert Bronfman
Belle Pfeifer Cohen
Rose Mae Dante
David Jacobs
Howard Kahn
Phil Kaplan
Myron B. Lasker, Jr.
Bella Levy
Henry Morris Levy
Abraham Lindenberg
Marion Taylor McCollum
Phillip Ottenheimer
Leo Pfeifer
Robert Sakon
Dr. Stanley Edgar Sheets
Sylvia Hirsch Shrader
Morris Solomon
Siesel Thalheimer
Adolf Wolff
Louis Yahm

June 12 / 13
Claude Alexander
Harry Balkin
Stanley M. Bauman, Sr.
Jacob Blass
Jacob Brown
Bernard Cohen
Leon Dreyfus
William Feldman
Seymour S. Fleisig
Charles Friedman
Joseph Goetz
Joan Hamburger
Myron B. Lasker, Sr.
Flora Loeb
Bernard Sabin
Lucille L. Sachs
Theodore M. Sanders
Anchel Schiffman
Hillel Sloan
Harry B. Solmson, Sr.
Judy Kohn Tenenbaum
Karl Weil
Sara Weinberg
Sheila Young

June 5 / 6
Louis J. Abramson
D. Justus Baumgarten
Pearl Tenenbaum Carvalho
Daniel Disabato
Fran Eiseman
Adolf Feibelman
Gertrude Green
Carolyn Levy Greenberg
Charles Edward Joseph
Gary Kaplan
Abraham Kempner
Eleanor Rockwitt Kiel
Minnie E. Lasker
Hannah Levinson
John D. Levinson
Fannie Pinkus Meyer
Lillian Epstein Miller
Arthur H. Pfeifer
Hilda "Bebe" Polsky
David Roda
Ella Lyons Rudolph
Flora Sanders
Pauline Sanders
Joel F. Schlosberg
Joseph Shrader
Phyllis Ann Storthz
Frank Wojs
Leo Wolff
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Yahrzeit Fund
In memory of Ashtyn Lane Russell & Forrest    
Henry Abrams
     Joyce Franklin & Family
In memory of Forrest Abrams
     Jane & Bob Goff
In memory of Edward Baer
     Milt Baer
In memory of Marjorie Baer
     Milt Baer
In memory of Bena Schwartz Biondo
     Mary Biondo
In memory of Dorthy Darline Yates Davis
     Annabelle Imber Tuck
In memory of Linda Fitzhugh
     Rose & Eddie Back
In memory of Jerome Giniger
     Anne & Larry Miller
In memory of Gus M. Blass II
     Patricia Blass & Connie O'Neil
In memory of Nina & Emmanuel Krupitsky, Rita
& Jacob Slutsky, Elaine & Melvin Lewis
     Asya Lewis & Dr. Bernard 
In memory of Leon Marks
     Becky & Jay Marks
In memory of Abe Rozyn
     Kelsey J Utne & Karl Rozyn
In memory of Irene Pareira Sanders
     Keith Maddison

Bauman Family Music Fund
In memory of Steve Bauman
     Chris Parker
In memory of Steve Bauman
     Sunny L. Hawk & Elizabeth Ann Carlton
In memory of Steve Bauman
     Joan & Mart Vehik
In memory of Steve Bauman
     Keith Maddison
In memory of Steve Bauman
     Loris Fullerton
In memory of Steve Bauman
     Laura, Lana, & Mattie Bogoslavsky & 
     Karah Leigh Smith
In memory of Steve Bauman
     Ellyn Polsky
In memory of Steve Bauman
     Betsy & James Aronson

Bauman Fund Continued
In memory of Steve Bauman
     Nancy & David Theis
In memory of Steve Bauman
     Sara Beth & George Silverman
In memory of Steve Bauman
     Juli S. & William M. Bauman
In memory of Steve Bauman
     Marilyn Sorrells and Karen & Chuck  
     Schulman
In memory of Steve Bauman
     Bev Wittenberg
In honor of Kathy Bauman's 75th Birthday
     Doris Krain
In memory of Jerry Jacobson
     Anne & Larry Miller
In memory of Jerry Jacobson
     Nanci Goldman & Robert Rivner
In memory of Jerry Jacobson
     Doris Krain
In memory of Jerry Jacobson
     Laura, Lana, & Mattie Bogoslavsky & Karah 
     Leigh Smith
In memory of Jerry Jacobson
     Betsy & James Aronson
In memory of Jerry Jacobson
     Janice & Phillip Peters
In memory of Jerry Jacobson
     Bonnie Nickol
In memory of Jerry Jacobson
     Keith Maddison
In honor of Isabella Ifrah for Music during Eli's
Bar Mitzvah
     Darcy & Eugene Krupitsky
In honor of Jana Cohen for Music during Eli's
Bar Mitzvah
     Darcy & Eugene Krupitsky
In honor of Russ Parish for Music during Eli's
Bar Mitzvah
     Darcy & Eugene Krupitsky
In honor of Sunny Baker for Music during Eli's
Bar Mitzvah
     Darcy & Eugene Krupitsky
In appreciation of Jana Cohen, Perry Young, &
Josiah Wheeler
     Congregation House of Israel, Hot Springs
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Temple General Fund Continued 
In memory of Jerry Jacobson
     Ruthe Kaplan
In honor of Rickie & Robert Oliva
     Ruthe Kaplan

Programs & Dinners
In celebration of Pride Shabbat
     Carmen Arick & Emily Adams
In celebration of Pride Shabbat
     Richard Estelita & Charley Penix
 

DONATIONS

Security Sponsorships
Security for Shabbat morning with Vogel
Pesach Luncheon 
     Gus Block
Flower Sponsorships
In celebration of Eden’s Bat Mitzvah
     Susan & Sam Willis
Kiddush Sponsorships
In celebration of Eli’s Bar Mitzvah
     Galina & Michael Krupitsky
In celebration of Eden’s Bat Mitzvah
     Susan & Sam Willis
Oneg Shabbat Sponsorships
In honor of the first wedding anniversary
of Elli Samuels & David Sheldon
     Audrey & Don Evans 

Endowment
In memory of Steve Bauman
     Toos & Art Pfeifer
In memory of Jerry Jacobson
     Trudy Jacobson
In memory of Jerry Jacobson
     Toos & Art Pfeifer

Levy Fund for Camp Scholarships
In honor of of Galina & Michael Krupitsky for Eli's
Bar Mitzvah
     Nanci Goldman & Robert Rivner

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
In appreciation of Rabbi Block
     Anonymous
In appreciation of Rabbi Block
     Tracye & Larry Townley
In memory of Carolyn "JoJo" Davis
     Gus Block
In honor of Bonnie Nickol on Mother's Day
     Gary Nickol
In memory of Jerome Giniger
     Sandi & Barry Uretsky
In memory of Jerry Jacobson
     Sandi & Barry Uretsky
In memory of Jerry Jacobson
     Trudy Jacobson
In Appreciation of Rabbi Block for Sam Levin's
Bar Mitzvah
     Krysten & Mark Levin
In Appreciation of Rabbi Block having him for
Seder
     Eli Goldman

Vogel Family Caring & Sharing Fund
In Appreciation of Doris Krain for having him for
Seder
     Eli Goldman

Other Donations

Temple General Fund
In memory of Jerry Jacobson
     Dick Williams
In memory of Jerry Jacobson
     Frank Levy
In memory of Jerry Jacobson
     Lynne & Lester Stern



LIST OF NAMED FUNDS

Supporting the Temple
Endowment Fund
Sustaining Fund 
Salinger Landscape Fund
Ottenheimer Fund

Worship and Music
E. Lee Ronnel Fund for Cantorial Music
Bauman Family Music Fund
Mulkey Sacred Music Fund
Memorial Prayerbook Fund

Service to the Wider Community
Pfeifer Community Outreach Fund
Newfeld Fund for Community Relations
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Education, Youth, Camp and Scholarships
Storthz Religious School Enhancement Fund
Meir Chayim Camp Scholarship Fund
Levy Fund for Camp Scholarships
Diner Memorial Fund for Jewish Education
Jordan Memorial Fund for Jewish Education
Juneersohn Leadership Development Fund
Grundfest Israel Scholarship Fund
Rosa Pfeifer Isaacson Scholarship Fund
Leibs Memorial Scholarship Fund
Memorial Fund for Education and Youth

Supporting Congregational Programs
Hallie Cohen Miller Archive Fund
Sisterhood Legacy Endowment Fund
Stern Library Fund
Knoff Family Fund

Lifecycle Support
Vogel Family Caring and Sharing Fund
Oakland Jewish Cemetery Fund
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Donate to any of our named funds by
mailing a check or online. If you like,
specify that you are making a donation
in memory of a loved one or in honor of a
specific celebration. 
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MAY VOLUNTEERS

Oneg Shabbat Hosts
Rickie & Robert Oliva, Eoin Dockter, Shelly Baron

Cohosts for Shabbat Under the Stars 
Rita Fagan, Fred Levin, Lee & Ricky Harris, Darcy &

Eugene Krupitsky, Crystal & KiMontie Taller,
Heather Tolliver, Shawn & Amanda Williams, 

Susan & Samuel Willis

Cohosts for Shabbat Shavuot Dessert Bar
 Ellyn Polsky, Elli Samuels, Carolyn Adams-Price,

Emily Adams

Kitchen Volunteers
Rita Fagan, Lynn Greenberg, Candy Levy, 

Gynger St. Clare

Kiddush Hosts
Mo Estep, Susan & Sam Willis

Service Streaming & Sound Volunteers
Carolyn Adams-Price, Doris Krain, Abbey

Shoemaker, Lee Razer

Editors
Rita Fagan, Bonnie Nickol

Musicians
Jana Cohen, Religious School Students, 

Perry Young

Name Tag Rack Organization
Bonnie Nickol, Doris Krain

Event Setup
Jim Pfeifer

Our House Meal Crew
Trudy Jacobson, Jim Pfeifer, Linda & Gene Pfeifer,

Marla Shivers, Bev Wittenberg

Please find sponsorships under 
Other Donations on page 14



THANK YOU TO OUR CHRONICLE ADVERTISERS

 Cabbage Rose
 11220 N Rodney Parham Rd. 

STE 9
Little Rock AR 72212

 501-664-4042
 hello@crflr.com

 

Leigh Graham, Owner
11121 Rodney Parham
Little Rock, AR 72212

(501)224-2639
leigh@dianes-gourmet.com
Www.dianes-gourmet.com
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Interested in becoming a Chronicle ad sponsor? You can connect with our vibrant and
diverse community through this publication that reaches over 500 people monthly and

advertise for only $25 a month. Please contact our office 
lfrauenthal@bnai-israel.us, 501-225-9700.
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11am - 2pm Lunch Weekdays, 
11am - 2pm Brunch Weekends.
1200 President Clinton Avenue

Little Rock, AR 72201
501-537-0042
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	THE RABBI SPEAKS RABBI BARRY BLOCK
	Dear Friends,
	Lewis Krain did not become President of Congregation B’nai Israel as most of his predecessors did. Yes, Lewis “signed up” to be President, accepting the position of Executive Vice President for
	2024-26, anticipating assuming the presidency in 2026. However, he became President rather suddenly, during a late Friday afternoon Zoom meeting in December 2024, at a difficult time in the life of our congregation.
	Lewis’s first task was to heal a fractured congregation. Recognizing the limits to which that goal could be achieved, Lewis went about that work diligently and patiently, with reasonable expectations. He met with Temple members who were upset with the Executive Committee and with him personally. He listened. Congregants felt heard, even when they did not agree.
	To a greater extent, the healing Lewis brought was through a consistent non-anxious presence. If Lewis gets rattled, I have not seen it. Your rabbi gets rattled, and I’m not alone. Lewis’s calming influence made a huge difference. Lewis has been at Temple virtually every Friday night of his presidency, always with a smile, always with a warm greeting for each person, always with enthusiasm for Temple programs and services.
	As Michael Roberts and Luke Frauenthal joined our staff, Lewis made a point to welcome them
	WORSHIP AT-A-GLANCE
	FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICES IN June Oneg Shabbat at 5:45 pm  Services at 6:15 pm
	June 5 Shabbat Service led by Eleazar Moncada and Rabbi Block Sermon: “Consistently and Constantly” Music: Jana Cohen & Perry Young Oneg Shabbat Hosts: Ellyn Polsky and Karen Sherman in celebration of Eleazar Kalev Moncado becoming a Bar Mitzvah
	June 12 Shabbat Service  Led by E. Lee Ronnel Cantor Lisa Levine Music: Cantor Levine and Jana Cohen, accompanied by Kathy Cooper whose participation is made possible by a generous grant from the Bauman Family Music Fund Oneg Shabbat Host: Kathy Bauman, in honor of Cantor Lisa Levine
	June 19 Pride Shabbat Service led by Members of the LGBTQ+ Chavurah and Rabbi Block  Special Guest Speaker: Rabbi Isaama Goldstein-Stoll, Director of Youth Organizing, Union for Reform Judaism, “The Blessings of a Diverse Congregation” Music: Sunny Baker and Jana Cohen Oneg Shabbat Hosts: Tim Kessler & Josiah Wheeler, In Celebration of Pride Shabbat
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	June 26 Shabbat Service for the Installation of Shelly Baron as President of Congregation B’nai Israel, led by Rabbi Block  Sermon: “A Well of Wisdom” Music: Jana Cohen and Josiah Wheeler Oneg Shabbat Sponsor: Jennifer & Lee Razer, in celebration of their wedding anniversary
	Al Barron Book Club Sunday, June 28, 3:00pm,  in the lobby
	Fear No Pharaoh:  American Jews, the Civil War,  and the Fight to End Slavery
	by Richard Kreitner
	This session encourages members to delve deeper into the Richard Kreitner’s book, after his meaningful trip to B’nai Israel and the Central Arkansas Library System as the Rabbi Ira Sanders Distinguished Lecturer. Using original sources, Kreitner tells the intertwined stories of six American Jews who helped to shape a tumultuous time in American history.

	A Word from Eleazar Moncada Palladino
	FROM LEWIS KRAIN
	Some of Lewis’s favorite memories: “the view of this wonderful collection of people seen from the Bimah every Shabbat and holiday.”
	RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS
	Interfaith Friendship Camp 2026 Calling All Superheroes!
	NOTICE OF CONGREGATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING  Congregation B’nai Israel 159th Annual Meeting Tuesday, June 16, 2026 ~ 6:00 pm
	OFFICERS ~ TERM EXPIRES June 2028
	TRUSTEES
	First Year of First Term  Tenure expires June 2030
	Second Year of First Term  Tenure expires June 2029
	First Year of Second Term  Tenure expires June 2028
	Second Year of Second Term  Tenure expires June 2027
	No fee,  please reserve with Luke  at lfrauenthal@bnai-israel.us 501-225-9700 or click on the rainbow to access the RSVP form
	Monday, June 8 2pm on Zoom With Rabbi Micah Buck


	Protecting LGBTQ+ Rights: A Jewish View Monday, June 8 at 2pm on Zoom, With Rabbi Micah Buck
	The Jewish tradition offers us powerful language for affirming, protecting, and advocating for trans and queer civil rights - and it is more important than ever to have the tools to bring a faith voice for equality to the table. We will learn about the current landscape facing the LGBTQ+ community, understand what the Jewish tradition has to teach about defending LGBTQ+ rights, and identify concrete action steps for this moment.
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	JUNE YAHRZEITS
	Yizkor Elohim
	We record with sorrow the deaths of our members’ relatives:
	Mark Schlesinger brother of Scott (and Kelli) Schlesinger
	Sally Hope  sister of Tina (and Nate) Bernstein
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